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October 2020
Student Fees
Please note that student supply fees are due October 5th.
If you are unable to make the full payment please contact
the school to discuss payment options.

Parent-Teacher Interviews
We will have an early dismissal time of 12:30 pm on
Thursday, October 15th for parent teacher interviews.
Teachers will contact you this week about times and options
for Parent-Teacher interviews, including Zoom meetings,
phone conferences, or in some cases, face-to-face meetings
following our school safety guidelines.
Fall Weather
Remember that the weather is starting to change to cooler
weather. Please make sure your child is dressed
appropriately for the weather as we encourage students to
go outside for all breaks. All students should have outdoor
shoes or boots to put on. A change of clothes is
recommended for primary students as slides and grass are
often wet resulting in students becoming damp and
uncomfortable.

Haldane Spirit Wear
Haldane Spirit Wear is now available for online purchase.
Please follow the link below to view and purchase cool
Haldane gear:

https://haldanespiritwear.itemorder.com/sale
Deadline to submit orders will be October 25th.

Safe Arrival Program
Dear families,
There are now three categories in the Safe Arrivals app to
choose from when notifying the school of your child’s
absence due to illness.
You will be asked whether the absence is due to a
respiratory illness, gastrointestinal illness or the broad
category of general illness.
Distinguishing between respiratory, gastrointestinal, or
general category of illness will provide more accurate data
to Interior Health regarding seasonal flus and colds
affecting the community.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach
out to me at the school.
Katrina Sewell
All student absences and lates should be reported to our
Safe Arrival number BEFORE 8:40am or through the
School Messenger App.
Our school phone line should NOT be used to report a late
or absent child.
To report your child’s absence please call this toll free
number before 8:30am 1-844-350-2647 or visit

go.schoolmessenger.ca.

Orange Shirt Day

 Dates To Remember
October 9th

Photo Day

October 12th

Thanksgiving - No School

October 15th

Early Closure (12:30) Parent
Teacher Interviews

October 21st

Virtual PAC Meeting 6:30pm

October 23rd

Non-Instructional Day

November 11th

Remembrance Day - No School

December 7th

Non-Instructional Day

December 19th January 3rd

Winter Break

September 30th was Orange Shirt Day to recognize
survivors of Residential Schools. Our School was covered
in Orange! A special thank you to Ms. Chelsea and Mrs.
Mueller for planning special events for the day, and thank
you to PAC who helped purchase shirts for students to
wear.

Haldane Matrix Focus
COVID Protocol Update
Students and staff
have continued to
work on reviewing
our Haldane Matrix.
Starting in October
staff and students will
be reviewing Matrix
lessons on Respect,
Responsibility, Safety
and Belonging.
Kicking off these
lessons, teachers will
begin with Belonging, where each student will complete a
paper feather to add to our Haldane Hawk display.
Students who demonstrate and practice expected behaviours
received a hawk slip, which will be submitted at the office
for a weekly draw.
Upcoming Matrix Focus of the Week:
Belonging: October 5 - 16
Safety: October 19 - 30
You can help a home by reviewing our matrix with your
child. Each student agenda has a Matrix on the back, and a
copy can be found on our school website:
haldane.sd73.bc.ca

A few weeks ago our community had a positive case of
COVID, which caused great concern, followed by many
questions about how this affected our school, students, and
staff. Below are a few items that may help with future
concerns about how potential COVID situations are
handled.
1. What happens when there is a positive COVID case?
In the event that there is a positive COVID case in our
community, Public Health staff will initiate contact tracing
to identify any individuals that need to self-isolate or
self-monitor for symptoms. If you do not receive a phone
call or letter from Public Health, your child can continue to
attend school and monitor for symptoms compatible with
COVID-19 as per our school policy. Please know that the
school does not call families with regard to contact tracing.
We are committed to open and transparent communication
with our families. Our district will share COVID-19
exposures, if they occur, at our schools with families to
build trust and confidence in our return to school plan.
2. Is it safe for my child to attend class?
Yes. It is safe for your child to attend class. If you do not
receive a phone call or letter from public health officials,
please continue to attend school and monitor for symptoms
compatible with COVID-19 as per our school policy.

3. What are you doing to ensure my child’s safety?
Our school and district are following the guidance provided
by public health officials as detailed in our district’s health
When parents or visitors are entering the building please
and safety guidelines, and we will continue to work with
make sure you are stopping into the office to sign in. All
visitors should be wearing a mask if you are in the hallways. public health officials to determine if any other actions are
necessary.
We have disposable masks available at the office.

Parent and Visitors Entering the Building

Any parents having a planned visit in our school must look
at the online Visitor Orientation before your visit.

Thank you, Families!
A few weeks ago an email and synrevoice message was sent
home requesting for parent assistance with after school
student pick up. With your help, our after school social
distancing has been much more manageable, allowing our
bus students the ability to be in the locations they are
supposed to be without overcrowding. I appreciate your
quick attention to this matter - it has made a huge
difference!

Our health and safety plans are available on the district
website (https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/index.aspx) as well as
our Haldane website (haldane.sd73.bc.ca). This plan
includes details on how our school is reducing the number
of in-person, close interactions students and staff will have
in a day through set cohorts/learning groups and physical
distancing. Plans also include a rigorous cleaning and
disinfection plan that includes:
• General cleaning and disinfecting of the premises at
least once every 24 hours;
• Cleaning and disinfecting of frequently-touched
surfaces at least twice every 24 hours.
4. I am concerned about my child’s safety. Can I
withdraw from face-to-face instruction and register for
the transition program?
Please be assured that our school is safe. Our health and
safety plans recognize that there may be occasional
COVID-19 exposures in our schools, and our goal is to limit
the spread by reducing the number of in-person, close
interactions students and staff will have in a day.
Please contact me at the school (250-679-3269) if you have
concerns about face-to-face schooling and we can discuss
options about future educational options, such as learning
from home, homeschooling, or remote learning through
@KOOL School.
5. Can you share any further information about who has
tested positive other details?
No. For privacy reasons, we cannot give out any personal
details of another individual. If you have any health
questions or concerns, we encourage you to call 811

